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Sacred Places 
 

Dear Church,  
Cathy and I just returned from our trip to Texas. It was a wonderful week. 
We appreciate getting to spend a little time with our son, Will, his girl-
friend, Kathy, and her cats, Mochi and Snickers. We also saw our other 
son, TJ, his fiancé, Madi, and their dog, Finn. They were all great hosts! 
But most of our time in Texas was spent camping at McKinney Falls State 
Park. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I loved our time exploring, hiking, resting, grilling, sleeping in a tent, and 
just being in such a beautiful setting. Even a severe thunderstorm that 
blew our tent over and made Cathy reconsider the camping lifestyle did-
n’t detract from the great experience I had. 
 
Cathy and I did the YouVersion devotional “Back to Eden: Reconnecting 
With God Through Nature” on vacation. It said this: “Creation is good. It 
is good to be here. And when we look for and recognize that goodness, it 
gives goodness back to us.” Nature heals, restores, sooths, sustains, ex-
cites, inspires, delights. It takes our breath and provides that same 
breath. Nature isn’t really “out there,” we are a part of nature. In the 
modern world we tend to forget that. We become disconnected from the 
natural world. 
 
I came back from vacation feeling so grateful for spending time in nature. 
Christians believe the beauty and the life-giving and life-sustaining pow-
ers of nature point to God, so I thank God for all I experienced on our trip. 
The pets and humans we love are all part of God’s natural world. The 
food our boys treated us to came from nature and I sure appreciated 
that!  
      continued on page 2 
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Gene & Ginny 
Morris are in 
charge of our 

prayer chain. You 
can reach them  at  

 574-586-9777 or  

989-948-6366 

ATTENDANCE                 

AND OFFERING 

February 5— 40 —$1505 

February 12— 39 —$1110 

February 19— 33 —$885 

February 26— 26—$520 

Weekly budget: $1059 

Miller’s Ministries! 

Our next time leading worship at Miller’s 

will be on March 13 at 6:00 p.m.   

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

 

On March 13 at 1:30 p.m. we will begin a study 

on 1 Corinthians by Jennie Allen. If you’re still 

looking for a spiritual discipline to add for Lent, 

this study may be just what you need.  

 

Whether you’ve read the Bible for years or barely 

at all, whether you attend Tyner UMC or not, 

you’re welcome to join us. The weekly lessons 

can stand alone, so even if you can’t make every 

session you will still learn and grow.  

(continued from page 1) 
 
Connecting with nature is good for us and I love that our congregation regularly 
praises God for His creation. Back here in Tyner the weather isn’t quite as nice as 
it was on vacation. But the walk I took with Cathy yesterday, though shorter, 
was still a glorious way to start a day. And though we want spring to come, the 
snow that blankets the ground today is still beautiful. I encourage us all to keep 
our eyes open to the beautiful world we get live in and enjoy and appreciate it 
every chance we can. 
 

"There are no unsacred places, only sacred places and desecrated places."  

– Wendell Berry 
       

Blessings, Pastor Jeff 
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PANTRY NEWS 

Ellen Hummel delivered 67 
boxes of crackers and 64 

boxes of cereal to the Walk-
erton Food Pantry in Febru-

ary.  They were expecting 
about 65 patrons, so we 

were right on target.  Last 
month between the two 
distribution times they 

served 64 clients.  They ask 
that we continue to provide 

at least 50 boxes of each 
next month.  

March 6 Bryan  
Grossman 

 
March 7 Scott Schuster 

 
March 8 Joe Bottorff  

& John Schmidt 
 

March 27 Ellen Hummel 
 

March 28 Tim  
Kazanecki 

 
March 31 Rosemary 

Wolff 

Celebrations 
for  

March Read Through the New Testament in 2023! 

It’s been interesting to compare the stories of Jesus’ ministry in the 
gospels of Matthew (our January reading) and Luke (which we 
began at the end of February). While Matthew begins by listing 
Jesus’ genealogy all the way back to Abraham before describing 
Jesus’ birth, Luke states that after he’s “investigated everything 
carefully from the beginning” he will write a “carefully ordered 
account” of Jesus’ life and ministry. The gospel of Luke will take us 
up to Holy Week. Guides for the challenge can be found at the 
back of the sanctuary and on our website (New Testament Chal-
lenge page). It’s not to late to join in—start with the current week 
or go back and catch up.  

Men’s Lenten Breakfasts 

Tyner UMC is one of four churches sponsoring Saturday morning 

breakfast gatherings during Lent. The events will raise money for 

Blessing in a Backpack at Walkerton Elementary School, The Walker-

ton Food Pantry, and the North Liberty Necessity Pantry. Join the 

men for breakfast, community fellowship, and guest speakers. All 

men are welcome! Get the dates on your calendars! 

March 11 at Pine Creek Brethren 8:00 a.m. 

March 18 at Walkerton UMC 8:00 a.m. 

March 25 at Tyner UMC 8:00 a.m. 

April1 Men’s at Koontz Lake Missionary 

7:00 a.m. Eastern 

 

If you’d like to help with the breakfast at 

Tyner UMC or donate toward the event, 

please talk with Jay Wiegand.  

Please share this information with friends 

and family or direct them to our website for 

the information.  
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Wooden Crosses 

for Lent 
 

In 2022 Tyner UMC 

handed out small 

wooden hand 

crosses during 

Lent. If you didn’t 

get one or would 

like to share one 

with someone you 

know, please pick 

one up from the 

container at the 

back of the  

sanctuary. 

 

Many people in the 

congregation have 

continued to carry 

the crosses 

throughout the 

year. They are 

great to use during 

prayer time, when 

you have a  

challenging day, or 

to bring comfort in 

times of grief.  

Walk to the Cross 

We will again be offering a “Walk to the 
Cross” experience during Holy Week. 
Trace Jesus’ path to the cross with sev-
eral stations where you can touch, 
read, and pray at your own pace. We 

will have the experience set up on Palm Sunday, April 2 for anyone 
who would like to walk through it after church. We appreciate feed-
back from church  
members about how we might improve the experience. The Walk to 
the Cross will also be available for several hours on Good  
Friday, April 7. We will be looking for volunteers to host for an hour 
or two during the day. 

Last year people in our congregation 
and the community found this to be 
a meaningful and moving experi-
ence. Please invite those you know to  
participate.  

April 2 Palm Sunday 

April 6 Maundy  

Thursday 

April 7 Good Friday 

7:00 p.m. at Trinity 

UMC in Plymouth  

(joint observation with 

Plymouth Trinity UMC, 

Plymouth 1st UMC, and  

Argos UMC)  

April 9 Easter  

Sunday 

fellowship breakfast & 

Easter worship  
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Lenten Giving 
Our Lenten giving project supports Dustin’s Place in Plymouth. Their goal is to 

“provide free grief support for children ages 4 through 18 years of age as well as 
adults” and their mission is to “support children and families through connection and 

the sharing of their grief journey after the death of a loved one.“ You’re invited to 
pick up a Lenten Coin offering calendar from the back of the sanctuary or just grab 
whatever coins are handy to give to our March and April Noisy Offerings on the 2nd 

Sunday of the month.  
In March we will also collect money you would like to give to UMCOR’s relief effort 

for those impacted by the earthquake in Turkey & Syria. Please write Advance 
#982450 on your check and place it in the offering plate.  

5 



 6 

TYNER 
UNITED 

METHODIST 
CHURCH 

If you’re on Facebook, 
please join the Tyner 
Facebook group and 

like our page. 

Our church website 
can be found at:  

https://
tynerinumc.weebly 

.com/ 

Tyner 
United 

Methodist church 
4501 French Street 

Tyner, IN 46572 
 

Phone: 574-936-4295 
E-mail: 

cathy.wesolek@inumc.org 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 
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